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LITERARY GUILD—JULY SELECTION 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine The Singer, Not the Song 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. June 19, 1953. $3.75. 
The Singer, Not the Song study two perfectly 
matched characters: Father Keough, unshakeable 
faith God and devotion duty; and Malo, hand- 
some degenerate, dedicated getting what wants, 
and convinced that the same principle governs every- 
one’s conduct. The setting small Mexican town, 
nominally Catholic. secret force, threats, blackmail, 
and murder, Malo has undermined religion and law 
there and rules the village indirectly. and his men 
live the “taxes” they collect from the people. Malo 
knows that the Church his most dangerous enemy, 
and therefore has made his business keep people 
away threats and violence. When the story opens, 
the pastor, Father Gomez, has congregation, and 
must beg his food. 

The Bishop distant city aware the situation. 
has carefully considered which his clergy 
might send replace Fr. Gomez with some chance 
doing good and coming out alive. His choice falls 
Fr. Keough, dark-haired priest from Ireland. the 
book opens, find Fr. Keough entering the dusty, un- 
used church, bidding farewell the crushed Fr. Gomez, 
and strolling around the little mountain town size 
his resources. They are very little. Through fear 
hate, the entire town unfriendly with two excep- 
tions—Locha, little girl aristocratic Spanish family; 
and Sam, non-Catholic American, who there for 
his health, and runs bar. often overindulges 
his own wares. the only one town not fright- 
ened Malo. When Fr. Keough arrives, gives him 
boisterous and drunken welcome, and freely explains 
the state affairs there. 

not necessary detail the whole plot here. The 
author has set interesting situation—a perfectly 
good man matched against perfectly evil one. The 
warfare which ensues subtle, without open violence, 
and the prize the respect the villagers. The story 
extends over good many years, but finally Fr. Keough 
the complete winner. Much the story makes 
exciting reading, though too lurid times, the 
gang contrives various means frighten the priest away 
bring about his “accidental” death. But remains, 
breaks the spell Malo, and restores the people the 
Church. his last attempt, Malo descends gangster 
methods, and the shooting fray, the two principal 
characters are killed; neither has deviated the slight- 
est his devotion his code. 


The book seems like Catholic story, but have not 
been able ascertain the beliefs the author, and 
have the impression she not Catholic. The title 
gives indication here; she says the story was inspired 
her interest character, not the title, 
The Singer, Not the Song. This what the Catholic 
reader will sense wrong—after all Fr. Keough only 
human being, but here takes the stature 
Western hero. also obviously derived from the 
Graham Greene school, but several pegs below him 
ability. seems that her knowledge the priest’s 
character was derived from reading authors like 
Graham Greene, rather than first hand. fact, 
however, Fr. Keough romanticized. She does the 
same with Malo. And then gives the impression that 
these two “respect” each other. are back the 
old time Westerns, with their two strong men, who 
struggle here, not over pretty girl ranch, but over 
good and evil. Such story would probably religion 
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harm, and might even inspire romantic respect for 
the priesthood among the not too particular readers the 
book will reach. has one interesting 
opening new field for the popular thriller, with the 
priest doing battle against the forces evil, and touch 
the spiritual added. healthy direction. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington 17, 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JULY 
SELECTION 


Vercors (Jean Bruller) You Shall Know Them 
Little, Brown. June 18, 1953. 249p. $3.50. 


The author the strangely haunting The Silence 
the Sea, which was published clandestinely during the 
occupation France some ten years ago, has written 
amusing and thought stirring satire which centers 
around definition the essential nature man 
distinct from and superior the animals, and particu- 
larly those animals with which man has been linked 
evolutionists since Darwin and Lamarck. 
pathetic and funny and disturbing and amazingly keen 
its probings. Adult readers with interest phi- 
losophy should find stimulating, little baffling. 
But think all preceptive readers will score Bruller, 
who perfers use his nom Resistance Vercors, 
with for effort, least. intelligent, per- 
ceptive, and, should hazard, very much the side 
the angels, though scrupulously careful avoid 
propagandizing. 

The central idea may slim: free lance writer, 
cozened into accompanying scientific expedition into 
the wilds remote Australia, one the discoverers 
strange race half-ape-half-human beings they 
name, for want better appellation, paranthropi. 
Submitting himself morally questionable experi- 
ment artificial insemination several females this 
strange species, Douglas Templemore, (the cast en- 
tirely British, save the specimens discovered and the 
select ons brought back the London Zoo), deliber- 
ately murders the offspring one, after having the 
questionable infant’s birth registered and the infant 
itself baptized. informs the proper authorities, 
admits his guilt. But the question is: really murder 
not, or, you wish specific, the killing 
animal murder this not animal but human? 


The discussion this moot point: what makes man 
man and separates him (and all these paranthropi) 
from the beast? cleverly and provokingly presented. 
One must note however, the failure the writer 
any time make the distinction which Christian phi- 
losophers have made, perceptively, that man not 
merely creature nature, but is, provident design 
God, supernatural destiny and being. Worry 
peers and parliament, press and public concerning 
the nature man, even when brought down speci- 
fications terms religion, does not any time sug- 
gest that Christ the touchstone all our philosophy 
the innate dignity man. Perhaps one must read 
between the lines discover the author’s real intent. 
any rate, will make you think very seriously 
about some very elementary and necessary prime truths 
human philosophy. 


Lindop Vercors Yanitelli 


You Shall Know Them will have, predict, succes 
Vestime, but not likely succes fou. Which means 
course that those who read they run will not 
have patience with the problem presents; whereas 
those who read and ponder will admire least for 
its motivating purpose. Translated Rita 
most painlessly should add, the book something 
special for those tired novels adventure and 


psychological frustration. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Yanitelli, Victor, (ed.) 
Newman Symposium 
Catholic Renascence, 1953. 169p. $2.00. 


“Whose now,” asks contributor this excellent col- 
lection papers gathered honor the centenary 
Newman’s The Idea University, “is the dead old 
world?” the beginning the present century 
was still possible for the secular-minded dismiss 
Newman’s “mere siren style” and declare that the 
future belonged Browning and Carlyle, that New- 
man had sunk forever “to the rear.” Yet, today, with 
almost all the great Victorian literary figures discredited 
Newman’s world and ours meet without 
barrier. are, writes Professor Martin Svaglic, “at 
least age which religion has once more become 
intellectually respectable.” 


Two things remain above all our rich heritage 
from Newman: the force and influence his intellect, 
and the subtlety and vigor his personality. New- 
man’s intellectual contribution weak word perhaps, 
for was one the major makers what has been 
made) our time and that exquisitely poised and 
focused person that was Newman are both studied 
here. Newman treated these papers, the editor 
justly notes, through the vehicle “scholarly evi- 
dence,” not through “irresponsible praise.” 


invidious single out individual essays, but such 
contributors Edmond Darvil Benard, Dwight 
Culler, John Alvan Ryan, and Anne 
Fremantle will suggest those who have some 
quaintance with the study Newman the quality and 
penetration these papers. Many readers may wish 
begin reading Professor Culler’s description the 
manuscripts Birmingham (now completely photo 
stated and deposited Yale) and Mrs. Fremantle’s 
delightful account the effect Newman’s personal- 
ity his contemporaries and the generation 
ceeding them. After these one ready engaged 
the papers which discuss the university problem, 


issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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The White Rabbit (Ila) Feb. 


century ago and now, and Newman thinker and 
literary figure. 


The papers that make this book were read last year 
the College the Holy Cross during the tenth an- 
nual meeting the Catholic Renascence Society. 
the purpose the Society “to stimulate and encourage 
interest the Catholic revival letters and rec- 
ognize and advance scholarship that New- 
man Symposium strikingly fulfills that purpose. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Deutscher, Isaac Russia: What Next? 
Oxford University Press. June 1953. 230p. $3.00. 


Any attempt analyze the present conditions the 
Soviet Union and predict their future course bound 
difficult. The author this book realizes this but 
has made the attempt and has produced excep- 
tionally interesting study. Written haste since the 
death Josef Stalin last March, nevertheless gives 
indication long deliberation and good acquaintance 
with the subject. The book not just another one 
the essays which have been treated often dur- 
ing the past four months our newspapers and 
magazines. 


The book both study the past and prediction 
for the future. fact, study the future 
terms the past. The author briefly traces the de- 
velopment the Soviet regime through 
national communism phase, the containment phase 
“socialism one country,” the period World War 
and the post-war period. The theme this part the 
development the Stalinist concept communism 
the Soviet Union, and the strength which this concept 
possessed comparison with the more idealistic aspects 
the theories Leon Trotsky. But this concept pos- 
sessed great weakness also because, the Soviet 
Union developed its industry, its agricultural organiza- 
tion, and its educational program, was bound de- 
velop forces opposed the rigid centralization the 


governmental and party structure which was both 


bolized and actualized the person Josef Stalin. 
According Mr. Deutscher, these forces had developed 


Deutscher 


such extent that Stalinism was already the 
decline before the death its leader and his demise 
has only hastened the process disintegration. 


This not argue that there will return the 
past; Russia has changed too much for that. But there 
will definitely change take into account the 
economic, educational and political forces which have 
developed. may true that some these forces 
are still rather primitive form but the basis exists 
for new development them. 


The author then proceeds examine events the 
Soviet Union since the death Stalin determine 
whether this change has manifested itself any way. 
discusses the changes the Party, the abrupt shift 
from the “Hero cult,” the reopening the famous 
doctors’ plot, the amnesty March 28th and the 
decree price reductions. considers the Malenkov 
group many ways peace group, group bent 
conciliation its direction both foreign and 
domestic affairs. This group must make its policy effec- 
tive prevent the development two other 
possible trends, i.e., reaction toward Stalinist autoc- 
racy the formation military dictatorship along 
the line what happened France the rise 
Napoleon. the conciliators take effective control, 
then, according Mr. Deutscher, may witness the 
breakdown monolithic communism and the growth 
some type democratic socialism Russia. 


The book both interesting and thought provoking but 
must read with discrimination. Especially the 
first part the author prone make sweeping gen- 
eralizations which reflect the writings our present 
“non-Stalinist Marxists.” Actually, the democracy 
early bolshevism, which the author sometimes refers 
nostalgically, was empty shell from the beginning. 
credits circumstances too much for the growth 
the monolithic communistic dictatorship and leaves 
too little place for the role that the very logic Marx- 
ism itself played fostering this growth. His treat- 
ment the religious tradition the Orthodox Church 
and Russian “barbarism” inadequate and times 
naive. Furthermore, the Soviet Union cannot return 
the small industry the small landholdings the 
past, does not follow that some form socialism, 
which Mr. Deutscher would characterize democratic 
socialism, with its mammoth control industry, cen- 
tralized planning and collectivized agriculture, the 
only alternative for the future. 


the light these last observations that this book 
recommended the discriminating reader. The 
author has presented interesting discussion the 
possible future Soviet Russia. his predictions seem 
startling, must admit that recent newspaper reports 
indicate the possibility that some them may soon 
realized. But close reading the book leaves the 
reader wondering whether these changes can always 
attributed the precise reasons given the author 
and also whether the end product will the “demo- 
cratic socialism” which seems his own preference. 


John Long, 

Institute Contemporary 
Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 
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Rively, William E., S.J. 
The Story the 
Rinehart. June 11, 1953. 241p. $3.50. 


Father William Rively, S.J., was missionary the 
Caroline Islands 1949, after having been interne 
the Japanese during the World War period, when 
was taken ill appendicitis and, because complica- 
tions developed after the appendectomy, was sent back 
for period recuperation the United States. 
had had one experience riding outrigger through 
typhoon the wide waters Micronesia, and had 
dreamed being able someday, someday perhaps, 
own boat for making the trips between the island 
parishes his wide-flung mission. 


How his dream and his prayer were realized the pur- 
chase the Barkentine “Romance,” and how sailed 
this small ship from San Francisco Hawaii and then 
Likiep and finally Truk make interesting book 
that bound capture the imagination and admira- 
tion any reader. Father Rively’s writing seems, 
times, bit naive, nonetheless refreshingly thought- 
ful and sincere. Few the tricks heightening are 
discoverable here. tells his story until finished 
and when comes the end the story “Ro- 
mance”—when became Ave Maria Stella—he ends. 


think everyone will like this book; and also suspect 
that royalties will help Father Rively keep the Ave 
Maria Stella shipshape, which makes doubly bar- 
gain buy The Story the “Romance.” 


Bentley, Phyllis The House Moreys 
Macmillan. June 30, 1953. 283p. $3.50. 


The House Moreys suffers unjustly through its com- 
parison the jacket blurb Wuthering Heights. 
While Phyllis Bentley’s style could, perhaps, cited 
following certain gothic tradition—the hero that 
familiar type, fiercely handsome, temperamentally 
moody, suddenly tender, and bowed down with 
secret, wistful sorrow—her rather pallid plot structure 
more akin Warner Brothers scenario than the 
product one the Bronté sisters’ quill. fact, the 
formative years the textile industry Yorkshire, 
against which Eleanor Moreys recounts the twisted de- 
tails the family tragedies, offer ready made semi- 
historical trappings for film extravaganza. 


Invited her widower cousin Charles’ estate, Wool 
Royd, after the death her father debtor’s prison, 
Eleanor encounters quarrelsome household silently 
threatened the sinister gypsy housekeeper, Adah, 
and haunted the sins three generations. habit 
the Moreyses and their wives play fast and loose 
occasionally their marital conduct had resulted 
vindictive rivalry between the legitimate 
mate progeny regard the line inheritance. 
Charles’ own Rosie had had her moments light 
love, which raised barrier distrust between him 
and his son. 

Eleanor’s self-appointed task free Charles’ heart and 
mind from the bugaboo the past and reinstate 
young Dick his father’s esteem accomplished after 
maidenly show patience and peril-fraught moon- 
lit chase that culminates old wrongs being righted 
every side. Inevitably the villains get their just 


Rively Bentley White Savage 


Best SELLERs 


desserts, the good their rewards, and all’s well that ends 


_well, with undue drain having been put audi- 


ence’s mental capacity. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


* 


White, Robb Our Virgin Island 
Doubleday. June 18, 1953. 284p. $3.50. 
the latter part the 1930’s Mr. White, itinerant 
writer, married the daughter stuffy money-heavy 
Philadelphia family and carted her off Tortola 
the British Virgin Islands for honeymoon. Their beach 
head Sea Cow Bay proving unhealthy, they pur- 
chased Marina Cay, nearby, for thirty dollars and set 
housekeeping, primitive solitude. They remained 
several years until the outbreak war caused Mr, 
White, Naval Academy graduate, return duty 
with the Navy. 
This narrative their years hardship, work and 
enjoyment simply and directly told. Some descrip- 
tive passages dealing with sailing and with the genesis 
dangerous seas are well done. Mr. White does not 
understand people who criticized disapproved his 
vagabond philosophy. the other hand some- 
what his view anyone who does not 
subscribe his theory. 
The chief difficulty that the island “adventures” are 
particular interest. addition, spite the 
author’s evident assurance the couple’s uniqueness, 
fails exhibit himself his wife, whom loves 
dearly, prepossessing persons. Our Virgin Island 
has the unfortunate air being only “book,” nothing 
else. There little reason why mature adult cannot 
read without harm and without enthusiasm. 

Doris Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Savage, Thomas Bargain with God 
Simon Schuster. June 19, 1953. 243p. $3.00. 


The Catholic priest has now been written 
many novels the past decade; James Street, Agnes 
Turnbull, and others have had their hand portraying 
Protestant ministers; now comes Thomas Savage give 
Father Raymond Ferris, Anglo-Catholic pastor 
poor neighborhood Boston, the central figure 
(to quote from the jacket) novel about miracle.” 
Miraculous, indeed, would have been Mr. Savage 
could have done anything novel with his handful 
stock characters: the church-mouse-poor man God, 
the unreligious spinster who owns nearly all the prop- 
erty around the church, and whose agent threatens 
foreclosure against members the flock—and the flock 
itself, typified Johnny, the poor but honest mechanic, 
and Jebby, his wife, who learn patience and resigna- 
tion God’s will through the death their only child 
(though, the book ends, there another child the 
offing). And there are minor characters, such Al, 
who says “Zingo!” when pleased, and his wife, Lily, 
who thinks quite card. And there play- 
ground next the church that mean old business 
man going take away from the kids. 

hard believe that one could read dozen pages 
this book without being able predict what will 
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come pass within the remaining two hundred and 


more: Miss Brumall, the spinster, will see the light 


become pillar the church; Johnny and Jebby will 
enter upon the loveliest phase yet their marriage; 
and Lily will come out just fine; the kids will keep their 
playground; and the Bishop, course, will forget all 
about moving Father Ferris tearing down his church. 


The writing shoddily pedestrian. Consider this bit 
philosophizing and/or whimsy: 


She (Jebby) came one afternoon when (Fr. 
Ferris) was seeking courage get the dishes. 
What man do—scrape the dishes and pile 
them until can get them, run the water 
over them and leave them the pan? But you 
leave them the pan, the water gets very cold. 
You hate put your hands into it, even empty 


just them up,” Jebby said. Lovely hands, 
pink nails, and all. But here truth. Women 
not mind doing dishes much men. Many have 
noticed this. See how God has arranged this! 
women who most the dishes, and women 
who not mind so! 


One would have liked see book more worthy 
the rather fine comic scene which Miss Brumall 
tries order Bible telephone from the local book 
store, and gets involved discussions Authorized 
Versions, Revised Versions, Protestant and Catholic 
Bibles, and red-letter editions. But there not much 
the publishers have provided crowning 
absurdity jacket illustration showing Father Ferris 
what would appear the garb French curé, 
but surely not the cassock Anglo-Catholic 
minister Boston. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Douglas, William North from Malaya 
Doubleday. May 28, $3.95. 

Those who have read Beyond the High Himalayas, 
which Justice Douglas wrote for last year, will recall 
his marked ability describing terrain and climate. 
his 1953 production there evident even greater 
capacity for presenting political and economic problems 
and the efforts made many types humans solve 
them. Now that the Korean War has made con- 
scious the Far East are Kansas, behooves 
try understand least some its complexities. 


Undoubtedly Americans are properly suspicious 
other Americans who spend part summer the 
Far East and then write book which contains solutions 
problems the Asiatics have battled with for centuries. 
You perhaps recall several such books. 
viewer’s opinion, least, Douglas has not written that 
kind book. realizes that had depend 
upon much second hand information, not being able 
speak all the languages used the areas visited. 
emphasizes repeatedly the gulf between Asiatics and 

mericans. recalls frequently the unwillingness 
Asiatics have dictate them, even though such 


Douglas Morris 


opposition might mean the loss American support 
and friendship. 


his travels the summer 1952 Justice Douglas 
visited Malaya, the Philippines, Vietnam, Burma, For- 
mosa and Korea. writes plainly and bluntly about 
what saw; times makes definite recommenda- 
tions for action. 


reference Malaya, has little say praise 
the Chinese who constitute nearly half the population. 
blames them for keeping alive the guerrilla move- 
ment which the British authorities seem unable sup- 
press. believes that Malaya should and will 
independent, but does not recommend independence 
now. the Philippines again studied the guerrilla 
Malaya. has some harsh words say about Philip- 
pine landlords and also about the Philippine govern- 
ment. condemns what considers the Mos- 
cow directed Communism that saw action there. 
had simple solution for the land problem the 
Philippines but maintains that democracy can hardly 
expected flourish where 1,500,000 families have 
family incomes less than $300 per year. 


has harsh words, too, for the French Vietnam, 
who fear democratic counter-revolution, according 
Douglas. believes that the day the Frenchman 
definitely over Vietnam, because native hostility 
everything French. Burma praised because the 
tolerance its leaders, even though admittedly 
socialistic. has little say praise Chiang 
recognizing Red China, least doubts that 
can indefinitely avoid doing because certain 
that Chiang has following the mainland. Even 
you not agree with everything proposed Justice 
Douglas will least make you think seriously you 
wish propose alternatives his proposals. Numerous 
excellent photographs serve make the volume attrac- 


tive and interesting. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Morris, Malcolm The Wise Bamboo 
Lippincott. June 10, 1953. 253p. $3.50. 


From 1945 1951, first army officer and later 
civilian, Malcolm Morris ran the Imperial Hotel 
Tokyo billet for senior officers the Allied occupa- 
tion forces. breezy, good-humored story Mr. Morris 
recounts his experiences. Some had with trying 
understand the Japanese help and getting them 
work efficiently; others with the petty jealousies regard- 
ing accommodations and innumerable complaints about 
unimportant matters. Often there were delicate situa- 
tions that had handled Throughout 
the tale tells his impressions the Japanese 
the very important personages housed his 


Altogether entertaining book dealing does 
with interesting but minor aspect the Allied 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Idell Leslie 


Idell, Albert The Corner Store 
Doubleday. May 28, 1953. 287p. $3.50. 


This novel about that urban institution, the corner 
store, whose proprietor dispenses candies and sundries, 
friendliness and paternal advice, and even direct aid 
when his customers are trouble. Part store, part 
short-order counter and fountain, part meeting place, 
part telephone exchange, Chester Jones’ corner store 
Philadelphia during the depression years supports his 
family who live the floor above, and serves the 
teeming populace that crowd the buildings around it. 


Some the action concerned with Chester’s family: 
his wife, Kit, who has new baby when the four older 
children are teen-aged and more; George, the eldest 
son, shrewd and ambitious, who opens new store 
more prosperous but less neighborly region and there- 
pushes his father near-bankruptcy; Kay, love 
with her boss but reluctant marry him because 
Pole and Catholic; 17-year-old Dickie, charming and 
indolent, whose extraordinary business sense rescues 
the family and the store from ruin; 15-year-old Helen 
who changes her romantic notions often she does 
her Christian name. 


Fully much the story concerned with the neigh- 
bors whose problems and personalities interest Chester 
and affect his business. There the public enemy 
whose wife bought newspaper daily look for his 
message her. Two small Negro boys who run 
errands for the store are rescued from police brutality 
Chester. group fellow proprietors join him 
his fight slot-machine mobsters, thanks Dickie’s 
ingenuity. Jewish youth given violin lessons 
old artist who gets his cigarettes the store, but gives 
them favor fighting the Spanish civil war. 
Young Mrs. Malone telephones her bets from the store, 
and her husband drinks because she gambles. And 
pretty Mary Plotka takes job the store because she 
love with George. 


Story, character and setting are for the most part 
believable and consistently developed. There 
atmosphere reality and humanity which carries con- 
viction. Always the story told from the characters’ 
speech, action thoughts, without the author’s push- 
ing himself into the reader’s consciousness. Chiefly, 
through Chester that most the homely scenes and 
understanding neighborliness shown. The atmos- 
phere becomes pure Hollywood, however, when Dickie 
takes over and saves his father and brother from finan- 
cial disaster; and the reader jarred accordingly. 


The Catholic reader jarred another feature 
well. Throughout this warmly sympathetic novel with 
its thesis individual dignity and understanding the 
worth the little man casual attitude toward re- 
ligion which approaches the bitter when the religion 
under discussion Catholic. Various characters wax 
indignant about Catholic organization 
Book censorship denounced one instance, bingo 
many. (“Raised bingo and chances almost any- 
thing, could she [Mrs Malone] really blamed for 
graduating the ponies?” And some kids get 
hurt trying sell chance tickets automobile drivers 
going by.” And “Now that St. Bingo has joined the 
category calendar, whatever is...” etc.) Ches- 
ter, for instance, worried because the Negro woman 


Best 


who washes dishes for him sends her children 
parochial school where costs good bit and where 
they miss associating with white children. Mary Plotko, 
whose father attended St. Vladimir’s Church, feels 
that Protestant churches like the Eighth Presbyterian 
are better because they not themselves Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic 
this was the United States, where the heads 
ligions should Americans and not live some other 
country.” Hence, when her father and his fellow 
laborers are killed accident and she wants mass 
funeral for them, the refusal one family elicits the 
remark, “When you live America you should not 
have European religion.” not surprising then 
that when Mary marries George the ceremony takes 
place the Presbyterian church. Nor that, when the 
Presbyterian Kay elopes with her Catholic lover, they 
are married justice the peace. Kit was pleased 
because she and Chester had done the same thing 
years before, and she would have been disturbed 
daughter hers had turn Catholic marry. 


According the publishers’ note, the author 
former professional wrestler and hobo-traveler who has 
written nine books. Undoubtedly, his roving has put 
him touch with many types people, and where 
these coincide with his sympathies writes effectively 
and well. this book slipped two places: 
giving Dickie out-of-character 
hood Midas touch, and attributing his other 
acters what are probably his own prejudices. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Leslie, Sir Shane Anthology Catholic Poets 
Newman. May 19, 1953. 378p. $3.00. 


“Vague and vagabond Anthologies,” writes Sir Shane 
Leslie his witty introduction this choice English 
verse from Caedmon Chesterton, “are oppression 
the modern This anthology, however much 
wanders over the centuries, not vagabond; 
turns again and again “the meridian Rome.” 
Poets (like Donne) who apostatized, whom, like 
Shakespeare, Janus looking both ways,” Catholicism 
cannot proved, are omitted. 


What everything from Anglo-Saxon 
Tudor times; and from Tudor times on, such mastery 
poetry that Southwell, Crashaw, Dryden, Pope, 
Newman, Patmore, Hopkins, and Francis Thompson. 
These poets, course, are only few those selected 
and grouped epochs (“The Medieval,” “The 
olic Revival”) special categories “The Martyrs,” 
“The Holy Women,” “The Irish”). unerring, 


times conservative, taste directs the selection. 


Not the least remarkable thing about this beautifully 
bound and attractively printed, most hand-worthy book 


the fact that the editor’s introduction, twenty-five 


years after the first edition, needed only paragraph 
appended. originally stood, and still stands, the 


introduction notable essay the history and 
acter English Catholic verse. Today one would 
tion Sir Shane’s original judgment that “great poetical 
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possibilities were lost Gerard Hopkins.” That his 


poems belong only “the initiated” has been 


refuted recent years, the most recent, and most strik- 
ing, vehicle evidence being John Pick’s recent choice 
the poet’s verse and letters Hopkins Reader. 
Since Sir Shane “plucked lavishly,” says, from 
Hopkins, this anthology itself evidence that the editor 
anticipated today’s more general taste quarter 


century. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


The Role the Christian the World Peace 
Catholic Association for International Peace. 1953. 156p. 
$2.00. 

The annual Proceedings the contain much 
timely and useful information. The 1952 meeting dis- 
cussed such topics Relief and Migration, Food for 
the World, International Economic Life, Technical As- 
sistance, Communism, the U.N. Peace Agency, and 
Public Opinion and World Order. There charm- 
ing address John the opening speech. 
The various topics are treated outstanding Catholic 
authorities. 


Among the more timely discussions are those dealing 
with the projected 1955 revision the U.N. Charter. 
Father Conway particular flays his fellow Catholics 
for indifference this challenging project. Too many 
our midst have been vocal purely negative way 
concerning the shortcomings the United Nations. 
Here opportunity mobilize public opinion 
positive action overcome these difficulties. 

Dr. Nuesse courageous his assessment 
American Catholic opinion world order. notes 
that attacks particular abuses often are transformed 
into condemnations the very idea world order. 
That Catholics should profess such un-Catholic posi- 
tion major scandal these critical days. 


The best answer extreme nationalism and isolation- 
ism our own ranks found such organization 
Thinking Catholics will welcome this rich 
collection highly pertinent views world problems. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Hass, Hans Manta 


Rand McNally. May 18, 1953. 278p. $4.50. 

manta devilfish, found this case, the waters 
the Red Sea. Hans Hass, young zoologist, with 
fetish for undersea exploration, has written spritely 
little story his own experience with the denizens 
the Sea. Using respirator, small 
cylinder pure oxygen, Hass swims under water taking 
Pictures strange fish and coral growth. 

The story opens November, 1949. Hass arrives 
Port Sudan Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Bill Clark, the 
Commissioner, invites Hass stay his guest. 
Clark and his staff all out providing facilities for 
Hass. Customs difficulties are erased when Commis- 
Clark stamps his foot. Apparently British of- 
ficials still carry weight the Red Sea area. 


The Role the Christian the World Peace Hass Tenn 


All through the book the author quite astounds the 
reader referring his hope meeting shark face 
face the Sea. Hass says all one has when 
confronting shark swim him, kick, bubble and 
Mr. Shark will turn tail. some cases works, 


others, well, read the book. 


Hass’ procedure don his respirator, and with 
camera and spear jump from boat into the 
tures coral abound the book. Corals only thrive 
clean, freely moving waters. Heavy growth coral 
pictured two sunken ships the Umbrea, Italian 
vessel and Russian ship sunk some sixty odd years 
ago. The deck the Russian ship overgrown with 
coral while all types fish inhabit its rusty interior. 
The ancient city Snakin, now called the dead city, 
pictured victim coral. Growth coral hindered 
harbor traffic and Port Sudan replaced the Anglo- 
Sudanese area. 


This book welcome addition any collection. 
has adventure, humor, history and some remarkable 
under water photography. Encounters with sharks, 
mantas and barracudas liven the book. This book 
definitely recommended for old and young 
may produce hegira sportsmen the salt waters 
the Red Sea. 


Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Tenn, William, pseud., ed., (Philip Klass) 
Children Wonder; Remarkable 
and Fantastic Ttales 

Simon Schuster. Apr. 10, 1953. 336p. $2.95. 

The compiler this original anthology prominent 

practitioner the fantasy and science-fiction field, and 

his purpose assembling these imaginative stories 
prove himself, others, both that our 
primordial delight stories imaginary worlds and 
fantastic creatures neither reprehensible nor literarily 
unrespectable. summons some impressive witnesses 
his behalf: among them are Lawrence, Aldous 
Huxley, Graham Greene, Saki and Forster. 


The section headings themselves have bloodcurdling 
feel them, and one’s premonitory suspicions are more 
than borne out the stories grouped under each. Thus 
under Wild Talents included the well-known “The 
Rocking-Horse Winner” Lawrence; the section 
headed The Child Possessed yields three tales, notably 
the weird “Small Assassin” involving the murderous 
action infant its parents; the four items 
under The Stuff Dreams Saki’s Open Win- 
dow” stands out for its remarkable projection the 
effect that child’s imaginative inventiveness has 
adult. Terror the Nursery contains Graham Greene’s 
“The End the Party,” which deals with the fatal re- 
sult eerie rapport between twin brothers; Alien 
Brothers includes Murray Leinster’s “Keyhole” which 
concerns unusual method communication be- 
tween child another planet and invaders from the 
earth; Little Superman, What Now? brackets two 
stories, both them striking: the one called “In Hid- 
ing” Shiras harrowing affair, depicting 
the unexpected effects atomic radiation trans- 


Best 


Bonner Cassirier 


mitted from parents child; and finally Times 
Come which brings back Aldous classic 
glimpse into future that relegates human reproduction 
the assembly Hatchery,” from his Brave 
New World. This section also contains story the 
compiler himself entitled “Errand Boy,” most amus- 
ing concoction featuring the return from the future 
wonder child into our present-day industrial life—the 
sort thing that cries out for Hollywood adaptation. 


This book about, but definitely not for, children, 
the compiler himself points out his Introduction. 
Some the Words Guru” and “The 
Idol the Flies” are examples—deal with sheer evil, 
although they are not evil stories. The compiler states 
his Introduction theory childhood that tends 
use that period life stick with which beat 
maturity (p. xii), thereby offering one more bit evi- 
dence (if any were needed) that romanticism did not 
die with Rousseau. 


Recommended unusual and interesting anthology 
for adult reading. 
Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


REPRINTS 


Hemingway, Ernest 

Across the River and Into the Trees 
Dell, 1953. 320p. $0.35. (Original Scribner edition, 
1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. 13, Oct. 1950, 101.) 


The last days Colonel Richard Cantwell, dying 
heart disease, and lived mood calm desperation. 
Characterization the only deft stroke genius this 
work Hemingway, and that limited two char- 
acters. Not one the author’s best, but seemingly not 
intended for title bout. 


Jonas, Carl Jefferson Selleck 
Dell, 1953. 384p. $0.35. (Original Little, Brown edition, 
1952, reviewed vol. 11, no. 21, Feb. 1952, 221-2.) 
Jonas has achieved graphic portrayal pathetic 
character Babbitt-like proportions; because pre- 
sents the mind dullard, the book sometimes dull; 
because reveals with great skill and considerable 
sympathy the workings that mind, the book is, 
the whole, impressive. is, however, unfortunate that 
has worked frustrations already abundantly ex- 
pored others. 


Cody, (pseud.) The Witching Night 
Dell, 1953. 256p. $0.25. (Original World Publ. Co., 
edition, 1952. reviewed vol. 12, no. Aug. 1952, 


102.) 

The 20th century and black magic, demonology, witch- 
craft, the setting made kill victim painfully, 
lingeringly, without symptom for the pathologist 
identify. Worse, the young hero-doctor falls love 
with the beautiful high-priestess herself, whom the au- 
thor manages prove innocent victim. lot 
good paper and skilled labor were wasted this one. 


Maurier, Daphne The King’s General 
Pocket Books, 1953. 414p. $0.35. Cardinal edition, 
(Original Doubleday edition, 1946, reviewed vol. no, 
20, Jan. 15, 1946, 187-8.) 

standard historical novel, the scene which Corn- 
wall and Devon 17th century England when Parlia- 
ment and the Stuarts were locked the throes 
England’s last major civil war. Honor Harris, the 
heroine, not standard fashion, neither marries nor 
consorts with the hero. Sir Richard Grenvile, the 
King’s general the West England. Done with the 
Maurier charm and smoothness style. 


Tebbel, John Touched with Fire 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953, 
476p. $0.35. (Original Dutton edition, 1952, reviewed 
vol. 12, no. May 15, 1952, 49-50.) 

Tebbel recalls the story the dynamic, single-minded, 
ardent LaSalle, who overcame the opposition men 
and nature blaze trails along the Great Lakes and 
down the river valleys the Mississippi the dawn 
the eighteenth century. Narrator the story, the 
passionate and loyal Phillippe Brisson, LaSalle’s 
tenant, provides the greater share romantic 


Bonner, Paul Hyde Summer Rome (SPQR) 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953. 
320p. $0.35. (Original Scribner edition, 1952, reviewed 
vol. 12, no. Apr. 15, 1952.) 

Lovat Fraser, First Secretary the American Embassy 
Italy, committed the unpardonable sin against 
macy: lost his objective viewpoint and became 
enmeshed the lives the society was supposed 
observing. The author has him infected with 
disease peculiar the eternal city—SPQR. The work 
whole lacks integrity and clarity builds 
deus-ex-machina ending. Warm-weather fiction. 


Cassirier, Ernst 
Eassay Man. ..An Introduction 
Philosophy Human Culture 

Anchor Books. May 14, 1953. 294p. 


This book reprint the work with the same title 
published 1944, which itself was condensation, 
adaptation, and revision the author’s three volume 
Philosophy Symbolic Forms written German and 
published Berlin, 1923-1929. Cassirer, who died 
1945, was one the leading representatives the 
Neokantian School. the Essay Man has tried 
interpret man and human culture its various 
aspects—myth and religion, language, art, history, 
science—in terms his doctrine symbolic forms. 
The book reflects wide and deep learning and may serve 
convenient introduction Cassirer’s whole philos 
ophy. Man himself and religion are, course, 
cussed from rationalistic point view. 


Martin McGuire, 


Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 
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